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The F aithful Witness 


S THE BODY OF CHRIST the church is commissioned 
A to carry onward his faithful witness, to bear testimony 
to his grace and to his Lordship, to his present reign 
at the right hand of God and to his coming Kingdom of glory. 
When some of us prove faithless, the Lord Taises up other 
witnesses to proclaim the Word of his truth; for he abideth 
faithful, he cannot deny himself. By his own heroic example 
and by the power of his Spirit, the Faithful Martyr inspires 
every Christian martyr with the fire charm of the courageous. 
The Captain of our salvation leads onward the moving files 
of the children of God as we lift high his royal banner. A 
consciousness of this high calling is leading many of our | 
youth to affirm that “the first duty of the Christian is ex- 
pressing oneself adequately about the gospel.” 


—WILLIAM CHILDS ROBINSON, in Christ—The Hope of | 
Glory, published by W. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Says Dalton Does Not Cause Others to Revolt 





Notes on Mecklin 


Sirs: 

One sentence in Dr. J. J. Murray's in- 
teresting article about Dr. John M, Meck- 
lin (Nov. 18) said: 


“Mecklin’s one year in a pastorate* at 
Dalton, Ga., in 1896-1897, convinced him 
that he was not at-home in Calvinism and 
that he was not meant for the ministry.” 


Please let me say a word or two about 
that, for in 1897 the present pastor of the 
Dalton church was born in Seneca, S. C., 
and, having served for nine years in this 
wonderful church has found that it has 
driven him deeper into Calvinism, deeper 
into Christianity, deeper into the love for 
the Christian ministry. 

As a matter of fact, there were other 
causes for Dr. Mecklin’s departure. In 
Dalton he married a well-to-do widow, 
Mrs. Babcock, who went with him to Ger- 
many to study. When he left Dalton he 
was held in high esteem, and the people 
regarded him as a man with possibilities 
for doing a great work in the Christian 
ministry. . 

His book has been read with interest 
here by many who knew him. It is quite 
patently full of the most intriguing incon- 
sistencies, but people here still love him, 
and think he just “revolted” over practi- 
eally nothing. 

Other ministers who have served this 
church were not driven into revolt. P 
Dr, Hugh Walker . .. Dr. Mark Mat- 
thews Dr. Walter Lingle. 

Dalton, Ga, S. WILKES DENDY. 
@ EDITOR’sS NOTE—The significance of 
this reference to the Dalton pastorate, in 
the article as in the book, is that it was 
a pastorate, not that it was in Dalton. 


Southern Presbyterian Conservatism 
Sirs: 
The articles of Dr. MacLean printed in 
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three numbers of THE OUTLOOK (Aug. 
13, 20, 27) have brought about much com- 
ment and I do not want to make addition 
to that long list, but I feel that some- 
thing should be said in the light of a 
more recent comment in a September 24 
“Letter to the Editors.” This recent let- 
ter was entitled “Tells About Two El- 
ders,” and the author was much in favor 
of both “liberal” and “conservative” ele- 
ments in the church. It is my opinion 
that in view of this that THE OUTLOOK, 
to be entirely fair, should print a series of 
“conservative” articles written by a repu- 
table “conservative” scholar in our 
church. 
DICK ROBERTSON. 

Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


‘‘Take Heed . . Unto the Doctrine’”’ 


Sirs: 

Today in the gospel ministry are some 
who desire to win the acclamation of the 
congregation by dwelling always on the 
bright side of the truth and concealing 
the shadows. They preach what is sim- 
ple and human in Christianity and ass 
over what is mysterious and divine. But 
should man attempt to judge God’s eter- 
nal truths at the bar of reason? No! 
When we dwell on the human side of 
Christ but say nothing of his deity, mag- 
nify the example of Christ but omit his 
atonement, and glorify our humanity 
while neglecting our depravity, we are 
false prophets and are under the curse of 
Paul (Gal. 1:9). It seems that if we make 
this our message, we shall win popularity. 
But such a man-made gospel God cannot 
use in the salvation of men. We must 
remember Paul’s advice to Timothy (I 
Tim. 4:16), “Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto the doctrine; continue in them; for 
in doing this thou shalt both save thy- 
self, and them that hear thee.” 

L. EUGENE JORDAN. 
Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 
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‘ The Ideal Christmas Gift 


It Reminds the Recipient of Your 
Interest and Friendship 52 Weeks in the Year 


we Dresbuter 
Outlook 


One Gift—$2.00; Three for $5.00; Six for $10.00. 
Gift Announcement Cards Will Be Sent. 
This Offer Is Good Only Until December 10. Send your list today. 
13 North Fifth Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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Author’s Rejoiner on Liturgy 
Sirs: 

I note that the discussion of my article, 
“The Fatal Lure of Liturgy,” is termi. 
nated and, I should say, about time, aj. 
though I am delighted that it stimulateg 
a thoughtful appraisal of the proglem, 
I wonder if I might add just a footnote tg 
explain one or two matters growing out 
of the correspondence you have published, 

1. As you know the article was not 
written originally for publication in your 
paper, and it should be stated that our 
church, in contrast to some others, tends 
to err more on the side of a barren sery- 
ice rather than too great an emphasis on 
liturgy. 

2. I regret the fact that I mentioned a 
Methodist church in my illustration. It 
seems to suggest that that denomination 
is the chief offender which is not neces. 
sarily true. I would not want to give that 
impression. 

3. I thought I made it plain in my ar- 
ticle that I feel there is need for more 
emphasis upon worship and an improve- 
ment of our services. My one concern was 
that such improvement should be in line 
with a Protestant rather than a Catholic 
tradition. As I said “We do need a re- 
emphasis on worship but it must be wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth.” JI am all for 
beauty, dignity and meaning in our sery- 
ices but’ let it the beauty of simplicity, 
the dignity of true reverence and the sig- 
nificance that comes from the inspired ex- 
position of the Word of God. 

4.On the other hand I meant to imply no 
criticism of those churches, notably the 
Episcopal and the Lutheran, which find 
significance in a ritual which, in my opin- 
ion, does not have meaning for us if we 
are faithful to our tradition. And im that 
connection may I say that Calvin began 
a movement which has, fortunately, de- 
veloped through the centuries and it is 
no longer valid to suggest that they are 
most true to that tradition who follow 
most slavishly the practices of one who 
lived too close to the Roman tradition 
to have freed himself completely from its 
form. The development of Presbyterian- 
ism in the United States has itself made 
definite changes in and contributions to 
the practices even now prevalent in Eu- 
rope. My plea is for Presbyterianism 
in the American tradition which, I be- 
lieve, continues the movement begun by 
Calvin which leads back to the simplicity 
of the Apostolic Age and hence forward 
to the realization of the spiritual purpose 
of Christ. 

5. There is, I fear, an irreconcilable dif- 
ference between the point of view of such 
exponents of liturgy as Mr. Conover, who 
insists on “the reverance due such a uni- 
versal Christian symbol as the Cross” 
and my own. My reverence is due en- 
tirely to the One Who hung on that Cross 
ind I fear that the symbol is apt to come 
between the worshipper and his Lord 
rather than serving as a means to bring 
them together. But I can understand 
those who feel the need for the symbol 
and I would certainly grant that for them 
it is meaningful and right, 

6. In conclusion, may I submit as an ex- 
hibit of the thing I was talking about 
the enclosed advertisement from. the 
Washington Star, which announces 4 
“Protestant Novena” with liturgical pray- 
ers for “Material Help,” “Physical Heal- 
ing,” “Happy Death,” etc., most reminis- 
cent of similar advertisements of Roman 
churches. Perhaps I am over-critical but 
somehow T am allergic to such, as my an- 
cestors would have said, “Papist goings- 
on.” 

RUSSELL C. STROUP. 
Washington, D. C. 
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Louisiana Leaders 
Plan Organization 
Of State’s Churches 


Authorize Petition Opposing Use 
Of Public Funds for Private Schools 


Coming last in the year’s synod meet- 
ings across the General Assembly, 
Louisiana in its recent session in Baton 
Rouge took several significant steps. 
One of these was the approval of a pro- 
posed organization of evangelical 
churches of the state to be concerned 
with “certain matters of common inter- 
est, especially in strengthening and pro- 
tecting public education.” Plans for 
the organization will be presented at 
the next synod meeting. Meanwhile, 
the special committee which: will plan 
the step is authorized, “in conjunction 
with committees from other evangelical 
churches, to present to the legislature 
of the State of Louisiana, if need should 
arise, a petition urging that there be 
no allocation of public money for the 
purpose of supporting or maintaining 
church, denominational or _ parochial 
schools in any form whatsoever.”’ 

Seek University Church 

A campaign for $80,000 toward the 
erection of a church near the campus 
of the state university at Baton Rouge 
was approved. It was authorized that 
John R. Richardson of Alexandria 
should lead the deacons in a campaign 
for this goal. 

With reference to the General Assem- 
bly’s request that pre-synod meetings 
on Christian relations be held, Louisi- 
ana’s synod commended the report of 
the Assembly’s committee on social and 
moral welfare to the careful study of 
individuals and sessicns and approved 
for next year a popular program on 
evangelism and Christian relations for 
one night of the synod meeting. It was 
voted “that outstanding speakers be in- 
vited by synod to present these two 
aspects of the full-orbed Christian gos- 
pel.”” 

In the social and 
port adopted by the synod occurred 
these statements:. ‘We deplore all 
breaches of the moral law by civilians 
and service people. The sins of drunk- 
enness, gambling and sexual immorality 
are condemned as a rebellion against 
God and a threat to society. We have 
heard with alarm the skyrocketing of 
venereal diseases among our occupying 
forces, 


moral welfare re- 





Columbia Seminary Issue 


Second in this year’s seminary is- 
sues.of this paper is this one under 
the editorial direction of a student 
staff of Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, Decatur, Ga. The members of 
this staff are listed on page 10. In 
planning this issue these students are 
responsible for the cover page, ar- 
ticles, editorials, campus news, semi- 
nary features, and book reviews. 











“We call upon all who are respon- 
sible to use every means in their power 
to inculate individual righteousness and 
to prevent practices which are destruc- 
tive of personal character and a serious 
blow to the spiritual integrity of a na- 
tion whose moral integrity and spiritual 
leadership are being tested before the 
gaze of the world.” 


Rotate Committee Members 


The synod’s standing rules were com- 
pletely revised by a committee headed 
by James Millard of New Orleans. The 
system of rotation in committee mem- 
bership was placed in effect and more 
prominence was given to elders on these 
committees, 

J. Allen Christian, now of Amelia, 
Va., was succeeded as moderator by W. 
J. TeSelle of New Orleans, second lay- 
man to occupy that position in forty 
years. Next year’s meeting is sched- 
uled for the Prytania Street church, 
New Orleans, in connection with its 
100th anniversary celebration. 


400 Christian Relief Workers 
Needed Immediately in China 


York (RNS).—Immediate need 
for at least 200 doctors and nurses and 
200 other Christian relief workers’ for 
China was reported here by Fred Atkins 
Moore, director of the Church Commit- 
tee for Relief in Asia. 

He said that the Chinese National Re- 
lief and Rehabilitation Administration 
has called upon the American churches 
to aid substantially in the administra- 
tion of goods and funds in China. 

“The appeal for doctors, nurses and 
missionaries capable of doing the relief 
job has made clear, to us that the Chi- 
nese government’s relief program de- 
pends on our Christian relief forces for 
some of the most important work” Mr. 
Moore said. 

Arrangements are being made so that 
missionaries appointed for the work 
may go to the mission areas they pre- 
fer and remain under their denomina- 


New 


tional boards. 


Van Dusen Points to 
Unsound Edueation 


WhichOmitsTheology 


Also Sees Tension Between Gospel’s 
Command and Churches’ Demand 


New York—Failure of educators to 
realize the central importance of re- 
ligion was stressed by Henry Pitney Van 
Dusen, a leader in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, in his inaugural address 
as tenth president of the faculty of 
Union Theological Seminary here. 

‘The prevailing assumption,” said Dr. 
Van Dusen, ‘‘is that knowledge consists 
of innumerable fragments of truth, 
spread forth higgledy-piggledy, to be 
savored and consumed like so many 
morsels of intellectual pabnlum. In- 
deed, the present-day university curri- 
culum reminds one of nothing so much 
as a cafeteria where unnumbered deli- 
eacies are strung along a moving belt 
without benefit of dietary balance or 
completeness. 

“Any segment of knowledge which is 
portrayed without recognition of its or- 
ganic relatedness to all other knowledge 
is being falsely presented. It is not 
Truth which is being set forth. And 
that is unsound education. 


Theology the Keystone 


“Theology, a true knowledge of God, 
is the Queen of Sciences. . . . The truth 
concerning God as man can best ap- 
prehend it, must be the keystone of the 
ever-incomplete arch of human knowl- 
edge. Learning which does not confess 
him as its foundation is false 
learning. 

“The almost frantic proposals of the 
great universities to overtake this sit- 
uation at this very moment are a be- 
lated confession of their apostacy. 

“Religion which is an_ elective, 
whether in the halls of learning or in 
the school of living, is not religion but 
a specious counterfeit. 

“Had the most radical and daring of 
the Founding Fathers foreseen the po- 
sition which Christian Faith would come 
to occupy in the America of today, they 
would have feared for the nation’s con- 
tinuance more than from foreign in- 
vaders or atomic bombs.” 


Learning Begins With God 


Dr. Van Dusen said of the seminary’s 
message: “We know—and must de- 
clare—that learning which does not 
make its beginning in the acknowledg- 








4 


ment of God and teaching which does 
not lead into the Presence of God is 
faulty and dangerous. 

‘We know—and must declare—that 
the only secure and enduring princi- 
ples for the behavior of men and na- 
tions, ard of their life together, are 
those of God made vivid in the mind 
and life and faith and continuing Power 
of Jesus Christ. 

‘We know—and must declare-—that 
the one God is the God and Father of 
all mankind, and that in these latter 
days, it is n> longer possible for his 
peoples to live at all save in recognition 
of their common destiny, even if not 
in universal acknowledgment of him by 
whom they are one family and through 
whose aid they might yet become one 
brotherhood. 

“Not primarily by sermons preached 
but by truth manifest will the churches 
and seminaries fulfill their role. This 
fact lays upon the churches, and upon 
the theological schools, the conditions 
for the effective discharge of their task.’ 

“Our age is dominated by both the 
concept and the reality of tension,’’ Dr. 
Van Dusen declared. ‘‘Men’s minds to- 
day can find no unity, and therefore no 
meaning, amidst enveloping confusion. 
They can only declare the contradic- 
tions which they cannot resolve.” 


The Gospel and the Churches 


Dr, Van Dusen referred to the “ten- 
sion between the command of the gospel 
and the demands of the churches.” 

The theological seminary, he said, 
‘twelcomes to its halls young men and 
women ruddy with youthful idealism, 
claimed to Christian service by clear vi- 
sion of Christ’s gospel, ardent to bear 
that gospel undiluted to a church and 
society so desperately needing it. Their 
tutors yearn to send forth prophets in 
the authentic succession of old, trained 
to the prophetic task of today. Then 
comes the insistent demand of the mar- 
ket, of the churches to whom 
youth shall minister: 


these 
‘Send us no revo- 


HENRY PITNEY VAN DUSEN 
“Elective religion is counterfeit” 
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DID YOU KNOW 








—that the medical missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, in 
Africa and Mexico treated 65,529 
patients last year 

? 





By R. L. ST. CLAIR 











lutionaries, no questioners of the ac- 
cepted conventions, no disturbers of our 
comfortable complacencies.’ ” 

“In every part of the world where, 
under adversity or in extremity, the 
Christian Church has stood, unshattered, 
uncorrupted and undaunted, it has been 
made strong to endure by profound re- 
vival of life and faith. This is the 
teaching of these latter days: The 
church is strong just in the measure 
that it is united; and, where it is united, 
God grants renewal. Unity and revival 
—these have been the two secrets of the 
churches’ power in war-time. 


Christian Unity Demanded 


In the life of the Christian churches 
in our age, every problem and every re- 
sponsibility point to a single inescapable 
necessity—Christian unity. 

“Nothing less than the whole church 
of Christ will suffice for the needs of 
the hour, or satisfy the churches’ Lord. 

“Christian unity has moved through 
two stages—consultation and coopera- 
tion. A further step is clearly indi- 
cated for us. Our own national 
history furnishes precedent. Confed- 
eration, coalition—the pooling of re- 
sources, a united strategy and unified 
deployment of men and means, the con- 
scription of ablest leadership out of 
every church for the service of all the 
churches, loyal enlistment in shared 
tasks at whatever private or organiza- 
tional sacrifice.” 


Wealthy Georgia Businessman 
Leaves Fortune to Baptists 


Macon, Ga. (RNS).—Columbus Rob- 
erts, one of this state’s wealthiest civic, 
religiocts and cultural leaders has be- 
queathed the bulk of his personal for- 
tune to the Georgia Baptist Foundation, 
it was disclosed in a surprise announce- 
ment at the Georgia Baptist Convention 
here, 

Roberts, retired Columbus, Ga., busi- 
ness executive, and long a leader and 
philanthropist in Baptist activities, said 
that “every penny” of the preferred 
stock that he had retained as his own 
when he turned his business over to 
his children would go to the founda- 
tion. 

The promnent Georgian made the un- 
scheduled announcement during the re- 
port of Arthur Jackson, Atlanta, execu- 
tive secretary of the Georgia Baptist 
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Foundation and Special Endowment 
Committee, which operates the conven- 
tion’s schools and universities. 

“This is my money and I know where 
I want it to go,” said the tall, soft- 
spoken leader who only recently con- 
tributed several hundred thousand dol- 
lars to help carry out posty. °F proposals 
of the convention, 


Church-Owned Graham Building 
In Jacksonville Sold by Committee 


The Graham Building in Jacksonville, 
Fla., owned since 1921 by the Presby- 
terian Executive Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief, Louis- 
ville, Ky., been sold for $381,000 net ac- 
cording to Wade H. Boggs, the com- 
mittee’s executive secretary, The money 
received for the building is now being 
invested in other ways. In speaking 
of the transaction, it was said that the 
committee was unanimous in its opin- 
ion that this was the proper time to 
sell the building to good advantage. 

Cost of the building when the com- 
mittee acquired it was $700,000. Mr. 
Cc. E. Graham, who owned the building, 
contributed $200,000 toward its pur- 
chase. During the near 25 years since 
that time the church has secured from 
this investment a net income of $1,030,- 
777. Homes on the church’s roll of 
ministerial relief have benefitted to the 
extent of $756,147 from this fund while 
$227,925 is now the Graham Building 
Sinking Fund. Taxes paid have 
amounted to $502,588. After having 
sold the building there is a little more 
than $600,000 of this fund still in min- 
isterial relief endowment. 

Mr. Greham’s desire was to see the 
investment used up in caring for min- 
isters and their families who had been 
neglected. ‘“‘Through this large gift,” 
says Dr. Boggs, ‘‘Mr, Graham stimu- 
lated our church to care for its retired 
ministers in a way that was not sur- 
passed at that time by any of the 
churches in North America. The church 
will always hold him in grateful re- 
membrance,” 


Seven Months’ Report Shows 
Agency Receipts Increasing 

Seven months’ report from four of 
the Presbyterian, US, General Assem- 
bly’s agencies indicates constantly in- 
creasing giving to benevolences on the 
part of the church membership. They 
report as follows: 

Foreign Mission (Nashville), $344,- 
611; gain, $25,203. This does not in- 
clude the $3,547 Elders’ and Deacons’ 
Fund as against $38,933 last year— 
a one-year effort. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $161,284; 
gain, $18,861. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $76,001; gain, $11,- 
932. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $61,950; gain, $7,955. 

There was-no report from the As- 
sembly’s Training School nor the De 
fense Service Council. 
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On Preparation for Public Prayer 


A Message for Laymen 
By J. McD. RICHARDS* 


HE PRACTICE OF PRAYER is as widespread as the 
human race. In its simpler forms it is almost in- 
stinctive, and it is essential to spiritual health. Man 

might almost be defined as ‘‘a praying animal,’ for 
wherever men have been found, there prayers have been of- 
fered. Even men 
who do not ordi- 
narily pray often 
find that in mo- 
ments of danger or 
of crisis they are 
constrained to cry 
out to a power 
higher than them- 
selves for aid. This 
is the truth under- 
lying the familiar 


statement, ‘There 
are no atheists in 
foxholes’’—and a 


fact that may be ob- 
served during days 
of peace as well as 
in time of war. 
Though prayer is 
as necessary to the 
soul as breathing is 
to the body, every 
Christian needs in- 
struction in the art. This is doubtless because of the fact 
that our souls have been so defiled and deadened by selfish- 
ness and sin that we find it hard to maintain the spiritual 
outlook required for prayer. We may cry out to be de- 
livered from danger, but we do not naturally ‘hunger and 
thirst after righteousness’”’ or desire communion with God. 
Hence we all need to ask again and again, as Christ’s dis- 
ciples did of old, ‘‘Lord teach us to pray.” Our need, like 
theirs, is not so much to know the words in which we should 
pray as to acquire the true spirit of prayer. If we need to 
give thought and effort even to the matter of our individual 
prayer lives, it is to be expected that public prayer will 
demand far more thought and effort. These suggestions 
are offered in the hope that they may be of help to those 
who prepare for this difficult but vitally important task. 


Dr. Richards 


The First Step 


1. The best preparation for public worship is found in 
private prayer. No one is likely to speak well to God be- 
fore men who has not habitually talked with him in private. 
Every Christian should observe a regular time of prayer 
at least each morning and evening. We may also pray 
briefly and repeatedly throughout the day, even when we 
are in the midst of crowds. When preparing to lead others 
in prayer, it would always be well first to offer a silent 
prayer that we may speak in such a way as will glorify 
God and edify those who unite with us in worship, 

2. The Christian’s textbook on prayer is the Bible. No 
one can expect to pray well who does not feed his soul upon 
the Word of God. The scriptures teach those facts about 
God and man, sin and salvation, which we must remember 
if we are to pray intelligently. The Book of the Psalms is 
itself a ‘‘school of prayer’’ and contains prayers for virtually 
every need. In preparation for worship it is wise to read 
much in this book and to become especially familiar with 
Psalms 8, 19, 27, 42, 46, 51, 63, 67, 90, 100, and 103. 
Some of these psalms may well be committed to memory 


*President, Columbia Theological Seminary. 


and quoted in our own prayers. Some of the New Testa- 
ment passages which should be studied especially are Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Matthew 7:7-12; Luke 11:1-13; John 4:21-24; 
John 17:1-26; Ephesians 3:14-20. 


Five Elements in Prayer 


3. Remember that the principal elements in Christian 
prayer are as follows: 


A. The adoration and praise of God. 

B. Thanksgiving for the blessings God has bestowed upon 
us. 

C. The Confession of our sins with request for God’s for- 
giveness and cleansing, 

D. Supplication or petition, which is our asking for the 
supply of our needs by God, especially for his guidance 
and for the strength to serve him as we ought. 

E. Intercession or prayer for God’s blessing upon others, 
as for example our loved ones, our country, the mem- 
bers of our armed forces, or our missionaries in other 
lands. 


Not all of these elements should enter into every prayer. 
It is best that our public prayers should be brief, and in 
the beginning one may well confine himself to a single 
aspect of prayer at a time. Each of these elements should 
enter into every public worship service, however, and we 
should plan our prayers so that they will always deal with 
at least one of these needs of the human soul. 

4. It is always helpful to read the prayers of other Chris- 
tians and to observe how they have expressed their desires 
to God. These may be found in devotional handbooks such 
as Day by Day and The Upper Room; in the Episcopal Book 
of Common Prayer, in our own church’s Book of Common 
Worship, and in various books on the subject of prayer. 


Reverence in Prayer 


5. Public prayer should always be reverent. We ought 
never to lose our sense of wonder that the Creator of the 
universe in all his holiness and his power should be mind- 
ful of us in our weakness and sin. We come not only as 
children to their father, but as subjects into the presence 
of their king. It is to remind ourselves of this fact that 
in addressing God we use such terms as ‘‘Thou?’ and ‘“‘Thee’”’ 
rather than the familiar ‘‘you.’’ It is usually wise for the 
same reason that at least the person who leads in prayer 
should stand while the prayer is offered, 

6. Public prayer should express not merely the aspira- 
tions of the one who prays but those of the entire group 
for whom he speaks. Hence, in preparing to pray, it is 
important that we think of others and identify ourselves 
with them as fully as possible. 

7. Public prayer should be orderly in arrangement and 
should be expressed in good English. For this reason, the 
person who knows in advance that he is to pray should give 
careful thought to the nature of the prayer which he will 
offer. It may be exceedingly helpful to write the prayer in 
advance. The prayer should not be read, however, unless 
that is absolutely necessary. 


It Must Be True 


8. Prayer must always be sincere. It should be, ad- 
dressed only to God, and should express the real desires of 
our hearts. A danger in public prayer .s that we will. think 
of the impression our words are making on men and forget 
that our real concern is to talk with God for them. The 
most beautifully expressed prayer is a mockery if God is 
forgotten. The most imperfect prayer will be a means of 
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blessing if it is offered from a heart which truly loves and 
honors God and calls on him for aid. 

These suggestions are offered in the hope that they may 
prove helpful to laymen as they prepare to lead in worship. 
While they suggest an ideal to which we never attain fully, 
they should discourage no one from trying. One cannot 
attain the end at the beginning. Most Christians are not 
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able at first to do more than offer a sentence of prayer in 
public. That is quite enough as a basis for growth. It 
should not be enough to satisfy us permanently. The ability 
to lead others in such public prayer as will be helpful to 
them and pleasing to God is worth all the time and the 
effort which it costs. 

“Lord, teach us to pray.” AMEN. 


“That We May Be Like All the Nations” 


By HENRY ERION 


, HE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL entreated Samuel to give 
them a king, ‘that we also may be like all the na- 
tions.”” This desire to be like other nations came 

from a nation which, through the power, design and calling 
of God, was a “‘different’”’ nation. 

Israel was composed of a people set apart by God. God 
was their king, ruling in successive stages by patriarchs 
and judges whom he had called to minister to and to lead 
them. They were a chosen people, who, so long as they 
obeyed God, were peculiarly blessed. These people knew 
that thy were different; they had a vital relationship with 
God which was enjoyed by no other nation. God had guided 
them, blessed them, and had many times demonstrated that 
they were the objects of his special care and attention. At 
times they had turned from God, were punished and brought 
back to him; but at all times they remained his people. 

Now, at this stage of their national existence, the chil- 
dren of Israel, attracted by the seeming advantages which 
other nations enjoyed under the rule of earthly kings, 
blinded themselves to their own blessings and reached— 
reached for that which was to be their doom! 


The Individual Christian Would be Like “Other Nations” 


We live in what is called a Christian nation, yet, more 
than half the people are nof Christians. This unbelieving 
majority composes what is generally referred to in the 
Bible ‘‘the world.” The individual Christian finds him- 
self surrounded by the thoughts, the tastes and the habits 
of unbelieving worldly people; people with ‘minds bent in 
the direction of earthly things rather than the spiritual. 
The Christian sees pleasure-seeking, power-seeking, money- 
seeking individuals prospering so far as the world is con- 
cerned. He sees people happy in earthy pleasures and pur- 
suits and he “wants some.’’ Dazzled by the superficial 
splendor of the world he reaches—forgetting that he is a 
spiritual descendant of Abraham, forgetting that he is in a 
special and peculiar sense a child of God, forgetting that 
this inheritance was bought with a price, forgetting that 
through the saving grace of Jesus Christ he is different. 
Blinded to true values he leaves the pathway of the will of 
God and-stumbles onto the highway of worldly self-desire. 

This line of thought is not meant to indicate that the 
Christian should literally live apart from the world. He is 
an integral part of it. The world depends on him and 
he depends on the world for all but spiritual things. Fur- 
thermore, the Christian can enjoy himself. God expects 
man to enjoy himself, to be happy. The Psalmist writes, 
‘Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout 
for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.” There is no 
error in joy within the will of God. 

One errs in that, after having committed one’s self to 
God, after having accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
personal Savior, after having admitted his status as a “dif- 
ferent” person, he then places worldly pursuits and pleas- 
ures ahead of the will of God. 

What is the result of such a procedure? God punished 
the children of Israel. Today, as then, when the believer 
seeks to be like ‘“‘other nations’? God often uses such error 
to bring the wanderer to his senses and to a fuller realiza- 
tion of the power and glory of God. This is not a painless 


process. It may involve suffering, discomfort and distress 
on the part of the erring one, even as it did in the case of 
the Israelites, 

Neither threats of punishment nor reasoning with her 
people were enough to keep Israel from pleading with 
Samuel to make her like other nations. Human nature 
has not changed. The world has not changed. It still 
beckons to God’s chosen ones, the Christians. 

How, then, shall the individual Christian, different from 
unbelievers because of the power of God, maintain his status 
as a “different’’ person? The way is plain, the way is 
single—it is by seeking and accepting and doing the will of 
God, 


The Church Would Be Like “Other Nations” 


The tendency on the part of Christians to conform to the 
thoughts and practices of the world is not confined to the 
individual believer. The church as a whole, and the sepa- 
rate congregations of the various denominations making up 
the church, tend to borrow from world culture. There has 
always been an inclination on the part of the church to 
conform to a world pattern instead of holding to the pat- 
tern of God’s will as revealed through Jesus Christ. We 
should note that this is an evident leaning or trend and 
is not to be taken as an objective to be sought or as an 
objective reached. It is a bias which should be candidly 
observed and its implications understood. 

To be kept in mind is the fact that the church is not 
an earthly organization. The church was conceived in 
heaven. Her members were bought on Calvary’s cross by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He and he alone is the head of the 
church, and as the leader of the church he has a right to 
expect the church to follow him. 

Still another thing which should be borne in mind is 
that the commission and the aim of the church is to win 
and nurture souls for her Lord. 

There are certain things in the world, there are certain 
refinements in practice, which the church can adopt and 
still remain within the will of God. But when a denomina- 
tion or a congregation, acting apart from the will of God, 
borrows from the world pattern for the sake of expediency, 
or for self-protection, or for self-aggrandizement, then the 
point has been reached which is dangerously close to that 
of Israel when she asked for a king ‘“‘that we also may be 
like all the nation.” 

To state it in another manner, if the church borrows 
ways and manners from the world for the purpose of win- 
ning souls, such efforts are commendable. When, however, 
a congregation or denomination puts itself on the level of 
earthly organizations; when it is just another of several 
organizations in a community, it loses it identity, disclaims 
its mission, betrays its trust, and is likely to lose God’s favor 
and guidance. 

The earthly members of the church are committed to 
God’s will, yet often they are tempted to make of it an 
earthly body; they have a proclivity for worldly procedure; 
they have an inclination to follow earthly processes rather 
than spiritual. What is the answer? What should the 
ehurch do? 

The church should, just as the individual, seek God's 
will, accept God’s will, and do God’s will. The church 





aan Ce ma ee OoklUrmemlC(<i‘i |’ CUre!!lUrel ULC CO 


gsc 


th 
ar 
“F 
di: 
on 


i's 
ch 





DECEMBER 3, 1945 


should bear in mind that it is a ‘‘different’’ organization, 
one which is set apart, chosen to be blessed and to bring 
blessings. Christians should remember that it is through 
the church that the world is to blessed and not the world 
through the church. The church cannot withdraw from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 7 


the world any more than the individual in the church can 
withdraw from the world. The church can, however, main- 
tain her identity, can fulfill her mission, can remain loyal 
to her Master. She can do all these things by following 
God, not by following man. 


A Spy’s Eye View of Our Church 


By JAMES M. ROBINSON 


O YOUR HIGHNESS, the King of Shangri-La: 
The report of your most humble servant, Wan Gud 
Spie, commissioned to investigate that strange organi- 
zation called ‘‘The Presbyterian Church of the United 
States,’’ whose agents have been disturbing thy most glori- 
ous realm: 

This organization is a religious sect centered in the 
southern United States, closely related to similar ‘‘Presby- 
terian” sects in other parts of the world, and more loosely 
akin to all sects ealled ‘‘Christian.’’ This religion of ‘“‘Chris- 
tianity”’ has quite a number of gods, the most important of 
which, as judged from their ‘prayers,’ are ‘Oh Lord,’ 
“Our Father,” ‘Jehovah,’ “Blessed Virgin,” and ‘‘Jesus 
Christ.”” This particular sect called ‘‘Southern Presbyte- 
rian” prays to most of these gods. The purpose of these 
prayers seems to be to display the eloquence of their priests 
(whom they call ‘‘ministers’”’ or ‘‘preachers’’), to give vent 
to their wishful thinking, and to give the ‘‘worshippers”’ 
(as they call them) a time to rearrange their hair, 


The Obstacle Course—‘‘Seminary” 


I was fascinated by the way these ‘‘Presbyterians” train 
their priesthood. They seem to have borrowed some of 
their training techniques from the invincible army,.of their 
nation. Especially they have adopted what their army calls 
“Obstacle Course,’’ but which this sect calls ‘‘Seminary.”’ 
As you know from their army, this consists of an assembly 
of all the difficulties to be encountered in the actual work 
for which they are preparing, but in condensed and ac- 
centuated form. The idea, of course, is to eliminate those 
who cannot overcome the obstacles before they come into 
actual combat, and to prepare the rest for the combat. How- 
ever, in one respect this sect has not consistently carried 
out the program adapted from their army: The army nevcr 
fails to eliminate those who succumb to the obstacles, but 
often this sect fails to eliminate candidates who succumb. 
Incidentally, this may be one reason why the army was 
more successful than this sect in conquering the world. 


The Koran—“Bible” 


The Koran of this sect is called ‘‘the Bible.”’ It is usually 
read in their temples, and a sentence from it usually is read 
by the priest in the beginning of his lecture to give an air 
of authority and sanctity to whatever of his own ideas he 
is going to put forth. This sect, officially at least, believes 
that this book was written by their gods, and from this 
some of them infer that what it says is always true, whether 
it can be proved by a syllogism or not. However, many of 
its more ‘“‘enlightened”’ priests are gradually coming to give 
human reason and historical] research its due place as a 
judge as to whether their holy book is true or not. So we 
see they are at last yielding to the massive weight of the 
combined philosophies of the world. Would that Confucius 
were alive to give them his noble words of encouragement! 


The Spy—*Missionary” 


Your most humble servant readily located the source of 
the agents who invaded your magnificent kingdom. They 
are sent by their Foreign Department, which is known as 
“Foreign Mission Committee.’’ However, I was unable to 
discover why these agents are sent all over the world. I 
once supposed their purpose was to exploit foreign nations, 


but I soon discovered that they spend much more money on 
these ‘‘Missions” than they ever expect to get from them. 
Then I decided these ‘Missions’? served as a sort of exile 
to which they sent their most undesirable priests. How- 
ever, it seems that many of the most promising of their 
young priests are sent, so this explanation must be rejected. 
I must confess frankly that I have been quite unable to 
discover any real reason why these promising young priests 
go. Of course there is a lot of talk about loving ‘‘Christ’’; 
yet it seems to me utterly inconceivable that a person could 
lose his life in a foreign land for religion, when the object 
of religion is to save one’s life. Can a person save his 
life by losing it? 


The Prophet—‘‘Calvin” 


The prophet of this sect was named John Calvin. How- 
ever, his teachings are becoming somewhat unpopular 
among many priests who attempt to be quite modern in their 
attitudes about life. They particularly object to his view- 
point that the creator decides what is going to happen to 
everything which he made. They would prefer to say he 
decides only for those who have a happy future. They 
never explain how the creator dared make the others, if he 
had no plan or idea about what was going to happen to 
them. They also object to their prophet’s idea that people 
are very bad, or “depraved,” as they put it. However, 
there has been less criticism of this teaching since the 
stories of Dachau and Buchenwald have become known. 


The Courts—‘Heresy” 


The government of this sect is a series of courts, much 
like the judicial system of your realm. Here is the center 
of the political activity of the sect. At the meetings of 
these courts the priests of big city temples tell the others 
how to run their little temples. Also these courts discuss 
“doctrines” and ‘“‘heresies.’’ There has been a great deal of 
discussion of late about a certain ‘“‘heresy,’”’ the exact nature 
of which no one has satisfactorily explained to me. It is 
something about disliking to ‘‘dispense sessions.’’ They 
seem unable to make it clear just what the faction does 
believe, for the adherents deny the charges made against 
them. The purpose of these trials is not clear. One effect, 
however, is this: While attention is being forcussed on the 
beliefs of one group, the doctrinal positions of the other 
group are relegated to obscurity. 

It is quite surprising to find that those who believe in 
the teachings of the sect the most completely are, usually, 
very insignificant members, often old people, farmers, or 
children. It is also among this class that the teachings 
of their Koran are put most into practice. Incidentally, 
I am forced to admit that one cannot help admiring the 
way of life of those who do live as their ‘‘Bible’’ teaches, 
I can’t see why these people are not given more of the 
places of authority in the church, instead of those who are 
not living their religion so well. I should think a rustic 
believer would be worth ten polished unbelievers. 

The greatest marvel and enigma about this sect is the 
fact that it does as much good as it does. I can but con- 
clude that there is somewhere something or someone I 
could not see, who is at work in the sect. I do not believe 
we will ever understand this sect until we find out who 
this power is, for he is certainly the invisible key to the 
success of their program. 
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Columbia Seminary---Present 


present is a seminary at work. 

This work—the preparation of 
young men for the gospel ministry—is 
being accomplished with the contem- 
porary demands and néeds of the church 
in mind, yet with an ear to the past for 
wisdom and an eye to the future for 
vision. This present work of the sem- 
inary can be understood only as we see 
it in relationship to the present needs 
of the church of which it is a part. The 
crying need of the church in these pres- 
ent times is for an adequate supply of 
trained ministers of the gospel to fill 
the depleted ranks of those who have 
gone on before. The work of the sem- 
inary is the training of young men to 
meet this need. Then, too, we can un- 
derstand a seminary at work only as we 
see it in action with all the facilities at 
its disposal functioning in the proper 
way. With these things in mind we 
might well ask ourselves the question, 
‘What facilities does Columbia have to 
accomplish the work of the present?” 
Let us answer that question by actually 
seeing the Columbia Seminary of the 
present. 


7's COLUMBIA SEMINARY of the 


A Beautiful Campus 


The Columbia Seminary of the pres- 
ent has commendable physical equip- 
ment. The present location on the out- 
skirts of Decatur, Georgia, consists of 
a beautiful campus of 57 acres and two 
handsome buildings of modern design 
with five faculty residences. This prop- 
erty, conservatively estimated at $500,- 
000, was provided by the Presbyterians 
of Atlanta and vicinity and is supported 
by an endowment of aproximately $735,- 


By RICHARD BRAUN 


000, which is being increased regularly 
by Presbyterian friends. These two 
modern buildings are constructed of red 
brick faced with gray limestone, and 
their architecture, based upon the grace- 
ful lines of the academic Gothic, is 
beautiful and impressive. In Campbell 
Hall, the administration building, are 
the classrooms, the library, the chapel, 
the dining hall and kitchen, social 
rooms, and offices of administration. 
The dormitory is divided into four sec- 
tions, two of which bear the names of 
the seminary’s former dormitories in 
Columbia, Simons and Law Halls. Five 
homes for faculty members have been 
built on the campus, and other members 
of the faculty have apartments in the 
dormitory. All the puildings are beau- 
tiful and substantial, and everything 
that might add to their comfort and ef- 
ficiency has been included. 


Fifty-five Students This Year 


The Columbia Seminary of the pres- 
ent has a commendable student body. 
There are enrolled in classes so far this 
year approximately fifty-five students 
from twenty-five colleges or universi- 
ties representing fifteen states. Need- 
less to say, the greatest representation 
comes from the southeastern states and 
the synods contained therein which own 
the institution. These states—Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and South 
Carolina—have contributed to the sem- 
inary nearly two-thirds of its present 
enrollment. The size of the student 
body, while affected by the conflict just 
past, is only slightly below normal and 
is being increased constantly by return- 
ing service men who are again taking 


up their preparation for the ministry 
where they were interrupted. With men 
entering in the middle of the year, as 
some propose to do, the enrollment will 
be well above sixty and on its way back 
to the normal level once again. 


A Distinguished Faculty 


The Columbia Seminary of the present 
has a commendable faculty. The six 
men who make up this group are well 
qualified for the task which is theirs. 
Each of them has not only specialized in 
the field of research which he now cov- 
ers in classes, but each has also had 
practical experience in the pastorate and 
is able to apply the theory of the class- 
room to life as the student will find it 
in the church. Each member of the fac- 
ulty is a man of distinction in the 
church and a leader in his particular 
field of knowledge. All have taken work 
in leading graduate schools in this 
country or schools in other countries 
and are qualified for their task by their 
knowledge of current trends in theo- 
logical thought. Through these men the 
graduates of Columbia Seminary are 
grounded in all departments of theo- 
logical knowledge—biblical, historical, 
systematic, and practical. 


Looks Confidently Forward 


“Is the Columbia Seminary of the 
present accomplishing its work?’’ Our 
answer is an emphatic, ‘‘Yes.’’ It has 
built upon the solid foundation of 4 
glorious past, it is applying the ageless 
principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the present, it is looking forward to 
great service in the future. 
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Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 
- Rabun Gap, Ga. 
The Best in High School Education. 
GEV. ©. BELLINGRATH, President 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 9 











Division of 
AL ACADEMIC CAP & G 
RCH ST PHILADELPH! 








Agnes Scott College 
Decatur, Georgia 
A heavy registration for September, 1946, is already in progress. 
Applications should be filed soon. 
The college conducts a very interesting competitive contest with 
four large awards. 


For information or literature, address 
President J. R. McCain, Box P 











Christianity Needs Young People 

Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
everv continent and the islands of the 
seas? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 


perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 





Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
preparatory courses at 10th, llth and 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. G 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 























THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR IN 1946 


WILL BE HEARD OVER AN 


ASSEMBLY-WIDE NETWORK 


The plan approved by the 1945 General Assembly will be realized by our cooperation with 


THE SOUTHERN RELIGIOUS RADIO CONFERENCE 
Composed of the Radio Committees of 
Southern Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians 


We shall broadcast over an independent network of some forty stations, including certain of the most 
powerful in the South. 


The identity of each denominational broadcast will be preserved within the framework of the Southern 
Religious Radio Conference. The Baptists will begin the series in January, 1946. 


The Presbyterian Hour will be heard next Spring in March and April, and next Fall during October, 
November and December. , 
The Assembly has authorized two steps: 


1. The raising by special appeal of $30,000 within this fiscal year ending March 31, 1946. 
2. The placing Radio Work in the budget of Assembly’s Causes for year beginning April 1, 1946 


RESPOND GENEROUSLY TO THE APPEAL TO BE MADE BY THE RADIO COMMITTEE 
Radio Committee: 


John M. Alexander, Chairman 


R. L. Lapsley, Jr. 
J. H. Marion, Jr. 


Alex R. Batchelor 
S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
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a remnant delivered, and that by an 
act of supreme sacrifice, the voluntary 
laying sinless life in death. 


How glorious this grace of God! 


JOHN ASHENFELDER. 


down of a 


The * of the Church 


American business and industry is the 
envy of the rest of the vorld, and why 
shouldn’t it be? It has given America 
the world’s highest standard of living; 
it has flooded other nations with its 
fine products; it overwhelmed our 
enemies in World War II by weight of 
production. In busi- 
and industry, is a 


success. 


‘*Business’’ 


has 
short, American 
ness by and large, 

By stretching the imagination a bit, 
one might note a similarity between the 
church and business. Is it possible that 
the church could use and profit by some 
of the methods and principles employed 
in business? 

In business there 
market. 
have something 
tainly! The our Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. The gospel is the 
most precious and most needed thing in 
all the world. 

But a commodity 


be a com- 
the church 
use? Cer- 


must 
modity to Does 
others «in 


gospel of 


is ef little 
less there be a market for it. 

church have a market its gospel? 
Christ commands, all the 
world and preach the fospel to every 
creature.”’ That’s the answer! From 


use un- 
Does the 
for 


“Go ye into 


our very doorsteps to the farthest ends 
of the earth, every living soul is a pros- 
pect in need of our commodity. And 
yetter, each of our prospects has that 
means of acquiring it—faith. He needs 
only to put it to use. What a com- 
modity! What a market! This could 
happen to a businessman only in a 
dream. 


This takes care of the law of supply 
and demand. Does the church have a 
“sales organization’’ to let the world 
know of what it has to offer? Yes, the 
largest in the world. Ministers, re- 
ligious education workers, lay workers 

in fact, every Christian, in theory, is 
a member of this sales force. With 
such a group as this the church should 
be able to inaugurate a sales campaign 
such as has never before been known, in 
And it 
too, if its salesmen were ‘‘sales- 
minded,” full of enthusiasm and zeal, 
and ‘sold’ on its offer to the people. 
The strength of the church is attested 
by the fact that it still stands and 
prospers, in spite of its being loaded 
with many non-producing salesmen, No 
drag of a like 
—competition 


business or out of business. 


could, 


business could stand the 
“dead 
would quickly move in. 


amount of woos *- 


Does the church have 
Everything that keeps 4 
person from becoming an active Chris- 


tian is competition which must be over- 
if the church is successfully to 


Competition! 
competition? 


come 
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market its commodity. A list of the 
church’s competitors is a most formi- 
dable array. Let’s list a few: unbelief, 
selfishness, greed, war crime, avarice, 
licentiousness, and 
so on. It will take more than a lazy, 
ill-equipped sales force to combat suc- 
cessfully this staggering opposition, But 
lest this sound too disheartening, the 
salesman of the gospel must always be 
the Holy 
Spirit, Who will ‘‘close the deal” after 
the job of presentation. 

A business cannot remain a business 
unless it makes a profit. Does the 
profit, do individual Christians 
profit, in this business of bringing peo- 
ple to Christ? Is there an excess of re- 
turns cost or investment? Yes, 
there is an incalculable return. It is 
the Kingdom of God on earth, a re- 
deemed people in a redeemed society; 


ignorance, poverty, 


conscious of his great Helper, 


church 


over 


eternal joy, glory and life for both 
“salesman” and ‘‘ecustomer’” through 


our Lord Jesus Christ. These are the 


for which we 


everlasting ‘“‘securities”’ 
work. 


JOHN NEWTON. 


On Being Real 

The graduating class of a fine Chris- 
tian high school had as its motto, ‘be 
real and not seeming-to-be.’’ The en- 
tire commencement program made _ it 
evident that these words meant much 
to every graduate because it was clear 
that they had attempted to make the 
most of their lives for Jesus Christ. Few 
graduating classes have mottoes that 
could be on the same level as this one. 
It could also be said that few indi- 
viduals have a better Should yoy 
be asked to formulate words for a 
graduating® class or your life what 
would you say? 

During the trying days of war 
we have just passed through, 
a good many before, there has 
been a great deal of superficiality 
among the peoples of the world. This 
ever growing tendency is developing 
into a moral and spiritual hazard to 
individual lives, homes, and nations. If 
something is not done about it the loss 
that might be incurred is beyond esti- 
mation. There is a real problem here 
because anyone would only have to look 
about himself and see that the idea of 
“putting on a front” has become a basic 
principle in major cultures of the world. 
Sham has almost become a watchword. 

The critical day has 
hour 


one. 


that 
as well as 
days 


come, yes, the 
has struck when we as Christians 
should not only be guideposts for men 
along the way of life, but we must also 
set the example by consistent living, 
showing the colors to which we are true. 
The great words of James 1:8, “A 
double minded unstable in all 
his ways,” Nothing can take 
real; and on the 
hand seeming-to-be real can only 
end in tragedy. 

Mucl 
ing of 


man is 
ring true. 
the place of 
other 


being 


good can come from the search- 
our innermost being at regular 
intervals to see if we are building our 
lives upon the solid foundation of Jesus 
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Christ. There is nothing like taking 
stock of ourselves, just as merchants do 
each year. It is so easy just to keep 
busy, thus causing one to neglect such 
a vital matter. We get off the track 
upon which God would have us travel; 
therefore, we must, with his help, get 
back. It is a peculiar thing that even 
our parents or best friends do not see, 
or perhaps have the heart to tell us, 
where we have slipped. Let each of us 
be honest and answer the question, ““Am 
I real or just seeming-to-be?”’ 

Life is an endless procession of the 
making of decisions. It is true that 
we often become perplexed and befud- 
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dled at times when confronted with an 
important decision, or group of de- 
cisions. But thanks be to God when we 
see that in our making the primary, im- 
portant decision for Christ, and acting 
upon it, all the lesser ones become rela- 
tively easy to make. With this de- 
cision, regular stock-taking, and a vig- 
orous prayer life, we will grow in his 
grace and likeness, and will become 
happy, effective witnesses for our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. No longer 
will we be imitations, or just seeming- 
to-be. The matter is strictly personal. 
Be real and not seeming-to-be! 
WILDS DUBOSE. 





Applications for 1946-1947 


Nerth Carolina. 





PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 


session should be made now. 
For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, 


Also special 


Raleigh, 
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Que God’s Word to foreign lands is the great privilege of those who 
include a bequest to Foreign Missions in their will, as more and more of 


our Church members are doing. 


lowing form of bequest: 


| give, 


Foreign Missions of the 


f you wish to make such a gift to Foreign 
Missions, your lawyer will show you the proper way. 


We suggest the fol - 


devise and bequeath to the Executive Committee of 
Presbyterian 


Church in the United 


States, a corporation organized under the laws of the State of 


Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Tennessee, the sum of 


(or the following property, to wit: 


We will be glad to give you any information you desire in connection with 


a bequest to Foreign Missions. 


Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 


Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Columbia Seminary 


---Past 
By RICHARD BRAUN 


Columbia Seminary was founded 
when, on December 15, 1828, the Synod 
of South Carolina and Georgia, repre- 
senting Presbyterianism from North 
Carolina to Mississippi, elected the Rey. 
Dr. Thomas Goulding as its first pro- 
fessor. For two years Dr. Goulding con- 
ducted the work in the Presbyterian 
manse at Lexington, Ga., until, two 
years later, the seminary was removed 
to Columbia, S. C., and the faculty com- 
plemented by the election of Dr. George 
Howe and Dr. Aaron W. Leland. Lo- 
cated in the center of South Carolina’s 
capital, the Columbia campus was most 
attractive. The old chapel there was 
particularly interesting by reason of its 
history as well as its origin. Used 
originally as the carriage house of a 
Southern gentleman, this little building 
was later dedicated to a sacred purpose 
and will always be remembered as the 
place where Woodrow Wilson was ‘‘re- 
born for eternity’ and where the 
Southern Presbyterian Book of Church 
Order was written. For a'most one hun- 
dred years men were to receive their 
theological training on this campus un- 
der the competent guidance of the best 
men the church could produce, Finally, 
in 1924, it was decided to remove the 
seminary to Atlanta where it would be 
more centrally located in the territory 
it had been given to serve. So it is 
even until this day—-serving Presbyte- 
rianism in the Southeast. 


Story of Great Men 


The story of Columbia Seminary in 
the past is the story of great men, for 
any institution is great only as its pro- 
fessors and students are great. While 
located in the city whose name she 
bears, Columbia Seminary numbered 
among her faculty and alumni many dis- 
tinguished leaders of thought and life 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
When church government is mentioned 
the name of James Henley Thornwell 
comes to mind. With Christian states- 
manship we associate the name of Ben- 
jamin M. Palmer. In discussing the 
foreign mission enterprise of our church 
we include John Leighton Wilson of 
Columbia’s Society of Missionary In- 
quiry. With the name of John L. 
Girardeau we associate the greatness of 
theologians. So we might continue this 
roll call of great Southern Presbyterian 
Worthies—J. B. Adger, Charles Colcock 
Jones, James Woodrow, Hampden C. Du- 
Bose, C. A. Stillman, C, W. Grafton, 
Samuel L. Morris, and many others—all 
outstanding leaders in the church who 
contributed to its life and thought—all 
trained within the walls of Columbia 
Seminary in the past. 


Columbia Seminary Page 
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EX-SERVICEMEN—These men recently entered Columbia Seminary in prep- 


aration for the Christian ministry. 


Halverstadt, C. 


All have been honorably dischared from the 
armed forces after servin their country well. 
R. Tapp, J. W. Craven. 


Front row, (left to right): J. A. 
Back row: G. A. Taylor, R. B. Porter, 


I. B. O'Leary, C. D. Brearley, W. R. Parvin, also a veteran, is not in this picture. 


Great Influence 


The story of Columbia Seminary in 
the pest is the story of great influence 


of thought and life in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. This influence 
came from the distinguished leaders 


above mentioned but it is worthy of our 
special consideration. It has observed, 
and rightly so, that the great distinctive 
principles of our denomination were 
largely coined and minted in this insti- 
tution of years past. Church govern- 
ment was developed and expounded in 
this place by men like Thornwell and 
the findings given to the whole church. 
The Reformed Theology was expounded 
and defended by men like Girardeau 
within its walls, and the church looks 
to these formulations of the knowledge 
of God as expressive of its faith. The 
foreign mission enterprise of the church 
has been greatly affected by Columbia 
men of the past. From the time of J. 
Leighton Wilson until the present at 
least 64 sons of the institution have 
gone as missionaries to the foreign field 
and have made their impression upon 
the attitude of the church toward the 
unreached around the world. The words 
of Dr. S. M. Tenney, first curator of the 
Historical Foundation of our General 
Assembly, are well founded when he 
said, ‘Columbia Seminary has influenced 
the life of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church far more than ary other insti- 
tution, and that is saying much, and 
yet not so much as the facts brought for- 
ward say.”’ 


Story of Progress 


The past history of Columbia Semi- 
nary has been a thrilling story—a story 
of progress and achievement. This in- 


stitution has played a worthy part in 
the development of the section of the 
country which it is striving to serve by 
matching in the spiritual realm the at- 
tainments of the South in economic de- 
velopment, in scientific achievement, 
and national expansion. Today, largely 
as the product of its life and work, the 
territory that had only 73 Presbyterian 
ministers and 8,560 communicants now 
boasts over 700 ministers and 145,000 
communicants. This institution has 
grown from one teacher and five stu- 
dents to six full time professors and 
sixty-five students; and from no physical 
equipment whatever to much more than 
a million dollar plant, including its en- 
dowment funds and material assets. 
This picture of the past is one of prog- 
gress. It is the story of success. 


Columbia Seminary 


---Future 
By THOMAS HORTON 


The Columbia Seminary of the future 
will continue to maintain the highest 
standards of scholarship in her theologi- 
cal training, for scholarship will always 
be the invaluable tool of the Christian 
minister. Thus, while conservative in 
theological outlook, this institution will 
be progressive in method with an em- 
phasis on the necessity for a broad ac- 
quaintance with all fields of learning. 
Is a conservative theological outlook 
compatible with a progressive educa- 
tional program? Let us look at the sem- 
inary of the future through the eyes of 
the student of coming years, 

What will the student see as to edu- 
cational facilities? Certainly only the 
finest. There will be chairs for pro- 
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working to perfect this plan. The semi- 
nary will have the facilities for work 





fessors of Greek, Hebrew, 
theology, history, and Bible; and all 
these chairs will be 
cupied. 
corporated into the great plan of a uni- 
versity system for Georgia. 
stitution in the state—Emory, Georgia 
Tech, Georgia, Agnes Scott, and other 
institutions of higher learning are now 


homiletics, toward a doctor’s degree. 


individually oc- i 3 
She seminary wit then be te but in higher scholarsbip as well. 


All the in- of edifices? 
in effect, will greatly 


amount of building space. 


Thus a stu- 
dent from this seminary will not only be 
grounded in conservative Christianity 


What will the student see in the way 
A building program, now 
increase the 
This has 
been brought about by the endowments 





* Positive Christian Character 
* High Standards of Education 
* An Honor System That Works 


are found at 


Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina. 








CENTRE COLLEGE 
OF KENTUCKY Founded 1819 


‘‘In The Heart of the Bluegrass’’ 


Liberal Arts, Pre-Professional and Vocational Educa- 
tion Under Christian Auspices. 
Colleges for Men and for Women on Separate 
Campuses 


Famous For Distinguished Alumni 
For Catalogue and View Book, Address: 
Robert J. McMullen, President 
Danville, Kentucky 





begin Sept. 


Quarters 
19; Jan. 3; March 25; 
June 17. Veterans may 
enter at any time. 











LIVING MANY DAYS 


Long before America was discovered, in the year 1252, Robert 
D. Sorbon made a gift for the poor students of France. Today the 
Sorbonne, which was later united with the University of Paris, con- 
tinues to flourish. 

For 683 years his name has been revered and his investment has 
borne dividends for young people, in spite of perhaps 50 terrible wars 
and other interruptions in the long history of civilization. 

Hundreds of other men and women*have become immortal in 
England, on the Continent, and in America through their generous 
gifts to education. 

Just now in the seminaries and colleges related to our own church, 
there are special opportunities for enduring investments. 

Write now to the institution in which you are interested or to the 


Louisville office for additional details. 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


REV. WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., SECRETARY 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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given to the seminary by people with, 
vision for future security in religioys 
education. Now the endowment goa] ig 
one million dollars. The seminary ha; 
a promise of $50,000 if by the first o 
January it can raise one hundred thoy. 
sand dollars. With this money gq ney 
library will be among the first of the 
new buildings to be erected. Also, , 
tower will add to the beauty of the 
campus. Comfortable apartments wij 
be built for missionaries home on fy. 
lough and for married students. Thege 
apartments will increase the comfort of 
the married students and will help thoge 
who have already established their fami. 
lies when they answer the call to the 
Christian ministry. 


Student’s Statement 


The future student has something ty 
say. Let us hear him: 

“T have found that this seminary has 
been satisfying the greatest needs of 
the southeast—that of the spiritual 
realm. After the war Columbia went 
forward to help win the peace by awak- 
ening the minds of men to religious 
truths. It sent out its men, thoroughly 
trained and grounded in Christianity, to 
become leaders in communities and pro- 
claimers of a new way—the Christian 
way: I am now a student at this semi- 
nary and am certainly enjoying the fa- 
cilities that were provided by thinking 
peoples of that period following the last 
war. They seemed to sense the values 
of investing their money in a worthy 
enterprise that would aid _ posterity 
through the study and proclamation of 
the gospel.” 

Thus we see the Columbia Seminary 
of the future producing ministers of 
the Word. Certainly the words spoken 
by the future student will come to pass, 
and Columbia will be a source of spirit- 
ual power in the church. Through its 
greater building program, its greater 
teaching program, and through its in 
creased spiritual program it will carry 
on the work of Christ in the future. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Wm. H. McCorkle, former pastor at 
Kingsport, Tenn., and during the wat 
a Marine chaplain, is to become pastor 
of Westminster church, St. Louis, Dec. 1. 

John R. Williams, Second church, 
Spartanburg, S. C., is returning to full 
time evangelistic work and will live it 
Hendersonville, N. C. Two years ag0 
his health forced him to leave the same 
kind of work which he had followed 
strenuously for twelve years. 








MISSIONARIES 

Dr. and Mrs. W. O. McLauchlin, mit 
sionaries to China, are visiting in Rich 
mond, Va., for a while before leavinés 
for China on December 10. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
THOMAS K. YOUNG, Moprrator GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


1750 Union AVENUE, Mempuis 4, TENNESSEE 


Dear Friends: 


From time to time the moderator exercises his warrant and duty 
to stir up the pure mind of the church regarding the major decisions 
of the Assembly. This privilege, we trust, shall be graciously con- 
ceded. Very sure, he is, that he would never seem presumptuous. 

One of the clear-cut emphases of our highest court was its 
challenge of adequate support ‘for our institutions of higher educa- 
tion. For more than a generation our record has been unworthy, and 
the result has been obviously dangerous. Serious losses have been 
felt in the lack of sufficient ministers and other professional and 
lay leaders. We have been undermining our very foundations, and 
bleeding ourselves slowly to death. 

If not with alarm, yet with serious concern, the Assembly gave 
permission for worthy building and support funds to the Training 
School and Stillman Institute through individual and foundation gifts. 
And they ordered that the Assembly lend its full help to make success- 
ful such campaigns as are now being attempted within our synods and 
presbyteries for their colleges and seminaries. 

We speak for the church as for ourselves in this simple but 
urgent appeal for each individual and congregation to contribute his 
Christian portion of the funds being sought for his own institu- 
tion. That is but the response of good sportsmanship, of self- 
respect, of patient duty. And it is sheer necessity, for there is no 
self-perpetuating resource in any institution. They must live or die 
by that same inexorable law of care or neglect that preserves or de- 
stroys every other earthly thing. We have by neglect lost our prided 
place of primacy in Christian education. We shall regain it, if at 
all, by bringing our institutions and culture alongside, yea, by 
making them forge ehead in funds and curricula and teaching staff. To 
fail in this noble enterprise were like standing by as our loveliest 
child dies, or es our country loses its most sacred rights and lib- 
erties, when by our sacrificial and united help we could save them. 

This is really a day of destiny for our church, I profoundly 
believe our wealth is unprecedented. Our people see with new eyes the 
value of true and adequate Christian education. 

The government itself asks a reassessment of our Christian 
culture by offering to exempt from taxation a material percentage of 
our income, thus actually sharing in the perpetuation of it. If we 
would rise as one man to relieve our debts, champion the cause of our 
neglected institutions by sending our youth and providing a sufficient 
financial foundation we would soon have a healthful church condition 
to fill us with pride and to meet the vastly enlarging opportunities 
of our dawning day. 

, It is our earnest: prayer that this year mayjbe notable for its 
grand reestablishment of our sorely needed institutions of Christian 

higher education. 
Fraternally and faithfully, 


(Signed) T. K. YOUNG, 
Moderator. 


For further information write to the presidents of the college and seminary of your synod, 
or to the Louisville office 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Rev. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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CAMPUS NEWS 





Westminster Fellowship Holds 
Meeting In Atlanta 


The Westminster Fellowship of the 
Synod of Georgia held its annual con- 
ference at the Westminster Presbyte- 
rian Church in Atlanta early in Novem- 
ber. The theme for the conference was, 
“Understanding Presbyterian Student 
Work.”’ The conference opened with a 
worship service led by Wade P. Huie, 
Jr., president of the student body at 
Columbia Theological Seminary and the 
first president of Georgia’s Westmin- 
ster Fellowship. Harry G. Goody- 
koontz, director of student work for the 
General Assembly, delivered an address 
on ‘‘Presbyterian Student Work in 
Theory and Practice,”’ after which timely 
questions concerning the work of the 
Westminster Fellowship were discussed, 
Discussion groups were led by Paul Les- 


lie Garber, professor at Agnes Scott Col- 


THE 


evening 
ner, 
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Wm. V. Gard- 
First Church, At- 
lanta, the after-dinner ad- 
dress. The conference’s Sunday morn- 
ing session opened with a worship serv- 
led by Miss Esther Miller, newly 
elected president of the synod’s West- 
minster Fellowship. J. R. McCain, 
president of Agnes Scott College, S. A. 
Cartledge, professor at Columbia Semi- 
nary, and Dr. Garber led the morning 
discussion groups. The final session of 
the conference was the Sunday morning 
worship service at which a helpful mes- 
sage for college students was brought 
by Dr. Goodykoontz. 


program, with 
pastor of 


bringing 


ice 


Esther Miller Elected President 
Of Revived Student Organization 


In reviving the Westminster Fellow- 
ship for the Synod of Georgia the 150 
delegates elected as their president an 
attractive sophomore at the University 
of Georgia, Miss Esther Miller, who 
hails from Rome, Ga. She is the former 
treasurer of the young people’s council 





lege; John McMullen, pastor of First for this synod and once served as presi- 
Church, Milledgeville; E. L. Secrest, dent of Cherokee Presbytery’s young 
elder of First Church, Athens. A people. The new vice-president is Miss 
banquet was the highlight of the Virginia Hood of Decatur, Ga.; she is a 
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junior at G. S. C. W. Miss Virginj, 
Dickson, a leader at First Church jp 
Atlanta and a junior at Agnes Scott, jg 
the new secretary. The treasurer’s pog 
will be held by John Haley, who liye 
in Decatur and is a sophomore at Emory 
University. Adviser to this executive 
committee is Paul Leslie Garber, chair. 
man of the synod’s student work con. 
mittee. 
WADE P. HUIE, JR. 


Co-eds Now Being Received 
Into CTS Student Body 


Co-eds have been brought into rea] 
membership in the student body of (Co. 
lumbia Seminary. The idea of wome 
taking seminary courses is not ney, 
Long have the doors of the seminary 
been open to women for certain courses, 
but only within recent years have co-eds 
become an integral part of the student 
body. 

The co-eds are on the campus for the 
purpose of pursuing a Bible training 
course. This is a one-year course espe 
cially designed to provide training for 
lay missionaries and for teachers of 
Bible in public schools. Most of the 
work required is in the fields of English 
Bible and Religious Education under 
the direction of Dr. Manford George 
Gutzke. Students are given excellent 
opportunity to equip themselves in these 
vitally important subjects. Other 
studies are selected from regular sem- 
inary courses. Upon fulfillment of the 
requirements of the training course, stu- 
dents are awarded the degree of Master 
of Arts in Biblical Education. 


ANNETTE POWELL. 





About Rebekah 





NE SUNDAY last summer I was at 
QO tempting to preach about some of 
the great women of the Bible, it 
cluding Rebekah. During the service 
our four-year-old daughter named Re 
bekah (addressed as Becky except il 
reprimand) became restless. She 
scrambled to the floor, thumbed through 
the hymnal, got upon the pew agail, 
went through her mother’s purse, ete. 
Her mother was trying to quiet her and, 
I learned later, had warned that daddy 
would settle with her for being so noisy. 
Just as Becky was sliding to the floor 
for the third time her father, still 
preaching, said, ‘Rebekah.’ Becky 
jumped. She knew daddy said Rebekal 
only when he meant business. Climbilég 
onto her mother’s lap she said in 4 
clearly audible whisper, ‘Mother, did 
daddy tell Bobby (our son) to sit dow? 
too?” 
The congregation went home with Re 
bekah firmly imprinted on their minds. 


DENNY M. HILL. 
Columbia Seminary. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Christian’s Place inthe Life of the Nation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DEC. 9 


Mt. 5:13-16, 43-48; 1 Peter 2:13-17 


During this quarter we have consid- 
ered “The Christian and His Relations” 
in the home, in the church, with other 
Christians in the community and be- 
yond. Last week our topic was “‘The 
Christian and His Economic Relations.”’ 
This week we are concerned with ‘‘The 
Christian’s Place in the Life of the Na- 
tion.” 

Jesus describes the Christian’s place 
in society by the use of two figures, salt 
and light, both of which are indispens- 
able, and both of which are irreplace- 
able; two figures which indicate the 
unique position which his disciples are 
to occupy in the world. 

“Ye are the salt of the earth. a 
Ye are the light of the world.’ The 
reference is not to their opinions not 
to their beliefs, but to themselves. Ye— 
nt the political and economic and re- 
ligious leaders of the nation, but you, 
common people, men and women in 
every walk of life, who have found your 
way into the Kingdom. “Ye are the 
salt of the earth, . . Ye are the light 
of the world.” Jesus does not say that 
they ought to be, or that they will be 
in some later age, or in some future 
life, but that they are now, when so 
many problems perplex and when so 
many dangers threaten. ‘‘Ye are the 
salt of the earth, . - Ye are the light 
of the world.”” Some people say that 
Jesus was interested only in individual 
souls; that he had no concern and, 
therefore, that his church has no direct 
concern, with the social order. This 
opinion does not square with Jesus’ 
words here or elsewhere. Jesus was 
concerned with the individual, as we 
must be also, because the world cannot 
be changed 


unless individuals are 
changed, but he also taught that 
changed individuals must set out to 


chance “the earth” and ‘“‘the world.” 
He was speaking to a little group of 
Men in an obscure corner of the Roman 
Empire. To speak of this insignificant 
company as the:salt of the earth, as the 
light of the world, would have been 
laughable in any other. “But in that 
little company he saw the womb of the 
future. He saw the ever-increasing host 
of faithful men and women who would 
gather around him as these had done. 
He saw his own sweetness and light car- 
tied by renewed lives innumerable into 
the dark and putrid places of humanity. 
He saw himself magnified and repro- 
duced everywhere. He saw morning 
breaking for all in the world in the 
lamp which he had kindled. He spoke 
Not to these twelve men alone. He 
spoke to his own through all genera- 
tions. The words are in our ears. They 
Speak to our hearts and consciences. If 


we believe in him they belong to us. If 
we love him they are true of us. ‘Ye 
are the salt of the earth; ye are the 
light of the world.’ ’’—(Greenhough.) 


I. The Salt of the Earth 


YVhe first figure describes the duty 
the danger, and the possible doom of 
Christians in their relation to society. 

First, the duty: Ye are the salt of 
che earth. Salt has two functions—to 
season and to preserve. One function 
is to season. It gives food taste and 
saves it from being flat and insipid. As 
a child once explained, ‘‘Salt is what 
makes food taste bad, when you don’t 
put it in.” The function of the Chris- 
tian is to season life so that men every- 
where shall find it purer, lovelier, more 
enjoyable, cleaner for the saving salt 
of their character. The Christian vir- 
tues really make life worth living. 

Some think Christianity is a killjoy. 
And some Christians have indeed made 
the mistake of opposing simple joys that 
are perfectly innocent in themselves. On 
the other hand there are some sensual 
pleasures, some _ social amusements, 
some attractive vices that finally de- 
stroy happiness and are inconsistent 
with true Christian living. But the re- 
ligion of Jesus does not make life in- 
sipid; it makes it pleasant, rich, and 
satisfying, not for some men only, but 
for all men everywhere. Life without 
the Christian virtues, we have come to 
see more clearly in recent years, be- 
comes a life that is not worth living, 
that is intolerably cruel and will in the 
end destroy civilization itself. As fol- 
lowers of Christ, it is our duty to make 
life wholesome and zestful, not only for 
our children, but also for children in 
the slums, not only for American chil- 
dren, but also for German children and 
Japanese children. ‘‘Ye are the salt of 
the earth.” ; 

Salt not only seasons, 
serves. It destroys germs and prevents 
decay. That function was more in evi- 
dence in Jesus’ day when there was no 
artificial ice and no electric refrigera- 
tion than it is in our own. 

Agents of decay are working today to 
destroy the character of individuals, to 
undermine the foundations of our fam- 
ily life, our economic life, ‘our political 
life, and to spoil international under- 
standing. We have seen the corruption 
which these germs have produced in 
other lands. Unless checked, they will 
bring civilization once more to the verge 
of collapse. Christians and the Chris- 
tian virtues alone can preserve society 
from decay. Defeat of the Axis was 
necessary, but defeat of the Axis is not 
sufficient. Establishment of a world or- 


it also pre- 
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ganization is not sufficient. Germs 
which destroy the health of humanity 
must be destroyed, society must be 
made wholesome and pleasant for all. 

But there is danger that the salt will 
lose its savor. Chemically this is not 
possible, but practically it often hap- 
pened in Palestine that the salt was 
mixed with dirt and became therefore 
quite worthless. So the Christian often 
does not affect his environment but is 
instead affected by his environment; he 
does not transform the world but is con- 
foimed to the world. Salt that had be- 
come corrupt was good neither for the 
land nor for the dunghill; it could 
neither fertilize nor purify; and as a 
troublesome, harmful thing men would 
cast it into the roadway, where it could 
not do much harm, there to be trodden 
under foot of men. 

This was the doom which Jesus 
warned might befall the church if it 
failed to fulfill its function in the world. 
And it has happened over and over 
again as Jesus predicted. The Com- 
munists in Russia for example, turned 
against the church, not because it was 
salt, but because in their estimation it 
had become a narcotic; not because it 
destroyed the agents of decay, but be- 
cause it taught men to accept injus- 
tice in the world and to live in hopes of 
the world to come—“pie in the sky by 
and by.’”’ For some, we must admit, 
religion does become an opiate; but 
those who follow Christ’s way of life are 
the salt of the earth—and 


II. The Light of the World. 


This second figures describes the na- 
ture of the Christian’s mission, its im- 
portance, and its fulfillment. 

1. Its Nature: ‘‘Ye are the light of 
the world.” The world, Jesus inti- 
mates, is now enveloped in darkness. 
Certainly that is true in our own day. 
We did not realize it so clearly a gen- 
eration ago, but we recognize it now. 
Somehow we have missed the way; and 
science, education, industry, military 
victory, even world organization, does 
not guarantee that we shall find it. “Ye 
are the light of the world,” said Jesus. 
What a lamp is to a home—the one- 
roomed cottage of the oriental peasant 
—that the Christian is to the world. 
He, and he alone, has that truth about 
God and man which can dispel the dark- 
ness of the world’s ignorance and sin 
and can lighten the way that leads to 
peace and security for all mankind. 

2. Its Importance: ‘A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do 
men light a candle and put it under the 
bushel.” So the Christian’s life cannot 
be concealed, whether he fails or 
whether he succeeds, whether he be lit- 
tle or whether he be great. A Chris- 
tian who falls into sin attracts more 
attention than a non-Christian; a fol- 
lower of Christ who shuts his heart 
against human need arouses hatred 
against the cause of Christ. On the 
other hand every true Christian helps 
to lighten the way. As Dr. Merrill 
points out: ‘“‘Christianity has spread 
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through the shining lights—Brooks, 
Drummond, Moody, Wesley, Luther, 
Wyclif, Saint Francis and a host of oth- 
ers who shone like great beacons that 
cannot be hidden. But it has spread at 
least as much, probably far more, 
through the simple candlelights in in- 
numerable homes. Not every Christian 
can build a city on a hill; but every 
Christian can light a candle,” that in 
his corner of the earth, at least, the 
darkness shall not fall. 

3. Its Fulfillment. How can a Chris- 
tian fulfill his mission? Not mainly or 
chiefly by the words which he speaks 
(though Jesus did not under-estimate 
the power of words) but by the life 
which he lives. ‘‘Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.’’ We reveal God 
most clearly in the world, we spread the 
light most effectively, when we _ live 
lives that reflect the spirit of Christ and 
that will lead men to glorify the God 
and Father of us all. 


III. Love for All Mankind, Mt. 5:42-48 


In this passage Jesus describes one 
of the ways in which Christians can ex- 
ert their saving power in the world, i. e., 
by seeking to overcome evil with good. 
Many men take these words as vision- 
ary ideals that do not take into account 
the stern world of reality. But Jesus 
was no visionary, and his words were 
not spoken in a vacuum, apart from 
the world situation of his day. His 
teachings offered a way out, the only 
way out for the Jews (cf. Luke 19:42- 
43). And they offer the only way back 
to health and sanity for our world as 
well. 

We need to recall here what has so 
often been pointed out in these columns 
that ‘“‘to love’’ in the Bible does not 
mean “to like.’ To love our enemies 
means to desire their welfare, to seek 
their highest good, 
them or not. 

It is very doubtful if hate helped to 
win the war. It certainly will not help 
to maintain the peace. Everyone agrees 
that war criminals should be punished; 
everyone agrees that peace terms must 
make it impossible for Germany and 
Japan to wage another war in our time 
or in our children’s time. Goodwill for 
the Poles and the Czechs and the Rus- 
sians, goodwill for the German people 


whether we like 
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themselves dictates as much. But if we 
go beyond this and enforce a _ peace 
based on sentiments of hatred and re- 
venge then we sow the seeds of future 


wars. There is no hope for lasting 
peace unless the Germans themselves 


ultimately become willing upholders of 
that peace. Force can hold a virile 
people like the Germans down for a 
decade, for two decades, perhaps for 
three decades, but force will not hold 
them down ftorever. Only love (good- 
will) can break down the barriers of 
resentment, hatred, and ill will, and 
make the Germans, the Japanese, all 
peoples, partners in a peace which all 
have an interest in preserving. 

‘“‘Love your enemies” says Jesus, “for 
if ye love them that love you, what re- 
ward have ye? Do not even the pub- 
licans (or the Nazis) the same? And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what 
do ye more than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles (or the Japanese) the 
same? Ye therefore shall be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.’ 

Did Jesus then mean that we could 
actually achieve moral perfection, that 
we could become perfect even as our 
heavenly Father is perfect? Certainly 
he did not, for he makes it clear in one 
of his parables that when we have done 
our utmost, we must still remember 
that we are unprofitable servants (LK. 
17:16). The man whom God will jus- 
tify is not the man who prays, “I 
thank thee, God, that I am not as other 
men are,’’ but the man who prays, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.”’ (Lk. 18:9- 
14).. . The scientist will never discover 
complete truth in any field, but he must 
take that as his goal; the artist will 
never paint a picture that is ideally 
beautiful, but that must be his aim; we 
will never achieve moral perfection in 
this life, but that should be our ef- 
fort. 

IV. Citizens of Heaven, I Peter 2:13-17 

In this section of his epistle Peter 
reminds us that ‘‘while Christians are 
to regard themselves as citizens of 
heaven, yet they are to remember that 
in a very real sense they are now citi- 
zens upon earth; they are subject to hu- 
man government and are to show their 
fidelity to Christ by their loyalty to the 
state. Heavenly privileges and _ pros- 
pects are to make them not less faith- 
ful, but rather more faithful to present 





dent. 
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obligations and duties. 
addressed his readers as ‘pilgrimg’ 
(2:11-12) and having given them a 
general exhortation to right conduct, 
Peter’s first specific command relates to 
the duties of Christian citizens.” 

“Be subject to every ordinance of 
man.’ Peter means that followers of 
Christ are to obey the law of the land, 
to be subject to all civil rulers, whether 
to the king (that is the emperor) or to 
the provincial governors, commissioned 
by him to preserve order. 

Two motives are given for this sub- 
jection to lawful authority. First, we 
are to be subject to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake, that is, as 
thereby pleasing and serving him. If 
Peter wrote these words, as seems likely 
during the later years of Nero, loyalty 
to such an emperor would be extremely 
difficult for Christians unless they re- 
garded him despite his unworthiness as 
the representative of a divine institu- 
tion. 

The second motive for loyal submis- 
sion to the state urged by Peter is ‘“‘for 
so is the will of God that by well-doing 
ye should put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men.’”’ In Peter’s time, Chris- 
tians were thought to be disloyal to the 
state because they said, ‘‘There is an- 
other king, one Jesus’”’ (Acts 17:7), and 
because they refused to render divine 
honors to the emperor. Peter says that 
God desires his servants to silence (lit- 
erally ‘‘gag’’) senseless ignorant calum- 
nies by well-doing, including loyal sub- 
mission to civil authority. 


Thus, having 


But what is to be the manner of our 
obedience? Peter tells us in vs. 18: 
“Be subject to every ordinance of man 
P . as free, and (yet) not using your 
freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but 
as bondservants of God.’’ In a very 
real sense, Christians are free men, free 
from all human authority, because of 
their bondage to Christ. In other words 
we are not bound to obey any human 
authority if it conflicts with the will of 
God. ‘‘Liberty however is not license; 
it is no excuse for disloyalty, sedition 
or treason; Christians are not to use 
the word ‘freedom’ as a cloak of wick- 
edness; even an imperfect government 
is better than anarchy; freedom is de- 
served and can rightly be enjoyed only 
by those who are bondservants of God.” 

Such men will honor all men. F. B. 
Meyer says, ‘‘Perhaps value or esteem 
would better render the force of the 
original word. They were to manifest 
such a kindly interest in all men (re- 
gardless of race or color or class) as 
would arise from a recognition of the 
worth of each. There is some worth in 
the most worthless. In each human be- 
ing there is something which, in the eye 
of God, is of infinite value; a lost money 
piece which has rolled away into the 
dust, but is worth sweeping the house 
to find.” 

But while all men must be treated 
with respect, we will show a peculiar 
affection and regard for those who are 
one with us in Christ. We will hold 
God in reverential awe. This is not 
inconsistent, however, with devoted loy- 
alty to the king (i. e., to the nation). 
In fact the purport of the whole para- 
graph shows, that, except where the 
state sets itself in opposition to the will 
of God, the most faithful follower of 
Jesus will be its most loyal supporter. 
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BOOK SECTION 


THE COMING GREAT CHURCH. By 
Canon T, O. Wedel. The Macmillan 
Co., New York. 1945. 160 pp. $2.00. 





This is a little volume of essays on 
church unity, which should be read by 
everyone interested in the current prob- 
lems facing the church. Being an 
Anglican, Canon Wedel naturally differs 
with some aspects of our Calvinistic doc- 
trine of the church, but these differences 
are more than overshadowed by the ex- 
cellencies of the volume. There are two 
major objections. The first is his as- 
sertion that hymns in the New Testa- 
ment are never addressed to Jesus, p. 
67, for which we humbly suggest a re- 
reading of Rev. 5 and [ Tim. 3:16. The 
other is his argument against the church 
as an invisible spiritual body, p. 53, 
which he himself seems to answer fur- 
ther on, “the Church of God is the 
Kingdom after Pentecost but before the 
final judgment. It is the Kingdom in 
history,”’ p. 77. We, of course, recog- 
nize the church as being in two aspects. 

It would take too long to mention 
even a small portion of the volume’s 
provocative elements. The subjects un- 
der discussion are: ‘The Coming Great 
Church,” “The Church of Christian 
Faith,” “The Catholic-Protestant 
Chasm,’”’ and ‘‘The Problem of Church 
Order.’”” It might be mentioned that for 
those facing the problem of liturgy, as 
manifest by the interest shown recently 
in THE OUTLOOK’S discussions there 
is a stimulating section, pp. 108-117, 
which is a ‘‘must.” 

FRANK B. O’LEARY, JR. 


THE QUESTION. By Dana Burnet. 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York. 42 pp. 
$1.00. 


Here is an attempted answer to the 
eternal question: ‘‘Why does God let 
men suffer?’? presented in narrative 
form, that makes delightful reading. 

The backwoods preacher of a mining 
town tells a parable: A mining couple 
take a walk to the Mansion of the Lord 
and ask him this question, ‘“‘Why did 
our boy have to go and get killed to 
keep Your world in order, O Lord?” 
They are told that God had to call on 
the young man and others like him to 
help him save the world from destruc- 
tion, for without the help of mankind 
Satan would destroy God and all his 
handiwork. The man is infuriated and 
Starts to leave, saying, ‘. . for i is 
Plain to me now that while he cannot 
do without us, the time has come when 
we can do without him. And as long as 
men must work and fight and die to 
Save the worla of men, then why should 
we pay homage to the Lord, or worship 
him, or keep his commandments? May- 
be the job has grown too big for him— 
but, anyway, it’s clear that we can no 
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longer depend on the Lord and must 
take the future of the world into our 
own hands.” 

Then the Lord tells them of a bond 
between them: “I, too, had an only 
Son, and I sent him into the world to 
contend against evil. And his enemies 
took him, and hung him on a cross of 
wood, and killed him.’ 

Here is a book that gives us the cur- 
rent conception of Christianity which 
makes man supreme and God subservi- 
ent. In the miner’s retort we have the 
logical conclusion of the subtle thesis, 
“God has no hands but our hands’’— 
which is contrary to our Standards: 
“Goa . . . is alone in and unto himself 
all-sufficient, not standing in need of 
any creatures which he hath made. . .” 
(Confession of Faith IT:ii). 


JACK POWELL. 


THE FAITH OF MAN SPEAKS. An 
Anthology of Consolation. Edited by 
Helen Woodbury. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, 1945. 133 pages. 
$1.75. 


This is an excellent book for those 
who seek consolation—for themselves 
or for others. It is an anthology of 


unique selections from poetry and prose, ' 


having been gathered from men and 
women throughout the years. The 
ability to appreciate the many selections 
has been aided by the four divisions that 
Miss Woodbury uses, as well as by the 
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complete index of authors and selec- 
tions. 

This book will offer comfort now, and 
should prove a very worthwhile gift to 
someone who needs to build up security 
in the days that lie ahead. It will help 
to make known to them the eternal 
love of God, as known in Christ. 

JOHN HENRY BOGIE. 


THY HEALTH SHALL SPRING 
FORTH. By Russell Dicks. Macmillan 


Company, New York. 60 pp. $1.25. 


Those who are acquainted with the 
writings of this chaplain of Wesley Me- 
morial Hospital in Chicago and teacher 
of Garrett Biblical Institute, McCormick 
Theological Seminary, and Chicago 
Theological Seminary will welcome this 
little book. THE ART OF MINISTER- 
ING TO THE SICK, of which Dicks was 
the co-author with Richard Cabot, M. D., 
has become a classic. 

From Dicks’ wide experience has 
come this volume which is a collection 
of readings, prayers, and meditations, 
for those who are ill. The prayers are 
simple, direct and easily understandable, 
and the meditations, especially the one 
on “God and Health,’”’ are very helpful. 

This book should prove an excetient 
gift ‘to bring courage and cheer to those 
who are ill, especially those who are 
not strong in the faith—seasoned saints 
might find it too simple. 


JACK POWELL. 
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These Abingdon - Cokesbury Books Will Make Good Christmas Gifts! 











THE SUPREME 
POSSESSION 


BY G. Ray JORDAN 


“The style is clear, strong, but 
easy to follow. The outlines are 
concise and almost contagicus in 
their appeal. The sermons know 
where they are going.”—Charles 
Haddon Nabers. $1.50 


>—>—, THE STORY OF THE 


CHRISTIAN YEAR - 


BY GEORGE M. GIBSON 


“An excellent reference work. It 
belongs in every Protestant 
library. An excellent bibliography 
and index and a beautifully in- 
tegrated church calendar.”—The 
Chicago Sun. $2.50 


THE WILL OF GOD BY LesLiIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


“Clear-minded thinking about God’s part in personal loss and world disaster. With 
heart-warming conviction the author affirms that God's ultimate will is good—for 
the individual and for the world—and will prevail in spite of the evil now ram- 
pant.”—Book Buddings. 


Paper: 25 cents each, $2.75 doz. Cloth: 75 cents each, $6.95 doz. 


The Christ 


The CHRIST of the AMERICAN ROAD wy £. sraxtey JONEs 


af a Here is-a challenge to cast off our un-American and unchristian attitudes and 


American Road 


IF | WERE YOUNG 


BY CLovis G. CHAPPELL 


“The book can be helpful because 
it says so many things young peo- 
ple ought to know and says them 
with striking and original phrases 
and sentences.”—Pasadena Star 
News. $1.50 


PRAYER POEMS 


O. V. AND HELEN ARMSTRONG 


“A veritable treasure is this col- 
lection of more than three hun- 
dred of the choicest poems on 
prayer.’—The Sunday School 


Times. 
$1.75 





walk forward boldly with Christ on our American Road. “It will stimulate all— 
clergymen and Christian laymen.”—The Moravian. $1 


THE CHURCH 
AND DEMOBILIZATION 


BY J]. GORDON CHAMBERLIN 


How the local church can enlist its vet- 
erans for Christian service. It is as help- 
ful as it is authoritative and challenging. 


$1 


GOOD-BY TO G. I. 


BY MAXWELL DROKE 


MACARTNEY’S 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


BY CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


1500 illustrative stories, anecdotes, 
poems, and quotations marked by 
brevity and punch. They will add 
sparkle and variety to any subject. 
Here is the help that every preacher 
and public speaker needs to make his 
subject come alive, a source book of 
dynamic power for relating the mes- 
sage to the needs of the people. 


“Unfortunately many books almost 

scare servicemen into a psychosis by de- 

scribing their difficulties in terms of 

nightmarish pathology. In contrast this 

Y’ one builds confidence in men who are 

about to resume their civilian status. The book shows 
that adjustment problems are surmountable, and how 
to surmount them. It is a how-to-do book of winning 
simplicity and deep religious faith.”—The Christian 
$2.50 Advocate. $1 


Presbyterian Bask Stores 


8 N. 6th St., Richmond 9, Virginia 1814 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas 
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